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Key points  
1. Smoking remains the major preventable cause of premature death and disease in this 

country – with half of all long term smokers dying from their addiction, and many 
suffering considerable disease and disability before death.  

 
2. In 2010 the overall economic cost of smoking was estimated at just under £14 billion a 

year.1
 

 
 

3. Smoking is an addiction of childhood with two thirds of smokers taking up the habit 
before the age of 18.2

  
 
 

4. Putting cigarettes in plain, standard packs is designed to reduce youth uptake and is 
not going to lead to an immediate and significant decline in the number of tobacco 
packs required by the industry.  

 
5. There are only 10 enterprises involved in tobacco manufacturing in the UK, employing 

no more than 5000 people in this country3
 - accounting for 0.022% of employment in 

the private sector.  
 
6. Tobacco cartons amount to less than 5% of sales of folding cartons in the UK and very 

little tobacco packaging is produced in the UK.4
  

 

7. Therefore, the introduction of plain, standardised packaging of tobacco products is not 
a threat to employment – except through long term reductions in smoking rates.  

 
Background  
Claims that the introduction of plain, standardised packaging would lead to many job losses 
in tobacco companies and companies making tobacco packaging in this country are 
unfounded. Cigarettes will still be manufactured and contained in packaging. All that will 
change is the specification.  

.  
• Plain packaging aims to reduce the number of children who start smoking in the UK 

each year – estimated to be more than 200,000.5  It is also expected to have a small 
effect on the 10 million existing, addicted, smokers.6

 This means that the predicted 
reduction in the overall number of smokers will be gradual so that those who depend 
on tobacco for their livelihood will have time to adjust.  

 
• The number of enterprises involved in the manufacture of tobacco is just 10 in the UK3

 

and these will not be threatened by the introduction of plain, standardised packaging. 
 
• 5000 people are estimated to be employed in tobacco manufacturing in the UK.3  
 



 

                                                           

• Employment in tobacco manufacturing represents 0.022% of all employment in the 
private sector in the UK in 2011.7

  
 
 

• Sales of tobacco cartons manufactured in the UK amount to less than 5% of the sales 
of all folding cartons made in this country.4 

 
 

• The value of tobacco cartons manufactured in the UK in 2011 was less than £50 
million.8

  
 
 

• The number of people employed in manufacturing tobacco cartons is estimated to be 
no more than 325 in total for the whole of the UK.4 
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